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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
WELCOME to all the Families and Students of GHS?

January was a quiet  month for the students of GHS. Finals treats, 
headed by Amy Belloli, were handed out the beginning of finals 
week by our wonderful volunteers. The Art Show was amazing! It?s 
so great to see all the creat ive artwork from our GHS students. 
Thank you to all Music Boosters, Sports Boosters, and PTO 
volunteers and chair people for your hard work, t ime, and efforts. It  
always shows and is appreciated.

A special thank you goes to the Post  Prom commit tee of Tiffany 
Hughes and Julie Ford, as the creat ive ideas are being hatched for 
this year! We need volunteers to join in the fun for co-chair 
posit ions! Please contact Tiffany Hughes at t iffany.hughes@ucf.edu

Again, we thank the on-going commit tees of Give, Viking Vendor, 
Volunteer, Baking, and the Newslet ter. If you have interest in 
helping with the Newsletter, please contact Carolyn at 
vikingvessel@gmail.com.

We look forward to the National Technical Honors Society 
Reception, which will be occurring this spring semester.

(Continued on page 2)

Geneva High School PTO Online

GENEVA HIGH SCHOOL

VIKING VESSEL

FEBRUARY 2020

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Geneva High School Online

https://www.facebook.com/genevahighschoolpto/
https://twitter.com/GHSPTOInfo
https://www.facebook.com/Geneva-Community-High-School-895538980564368/
https://twitter.com/GHS_Geneva
https://www.instagram.com/ghspto


2

Geneva High School Viking VesselGeneva High School Viking Vessel

(Continued from page 1)

We want  to thank Mr. Rogers and the Assistant  Principals; Mr. Drexler and Mr. McPeak, and all the Deans; 
Ms. Shrader, Mr. Kelly, and Mr. Allison, for their constant  help on an everyday basis. There is an open-door 
policy for every family to learn more with Geneva High School. Please feel free to speak to the Deans and the 
Principals regarding any situat ion and your student?s health.

We want  everyone to remember that  it  is never too late to sign up to help in PTO. The simplest  way to sign 
up is to email Candy Bengson, and her email is pcbengson@gmail.com. Candy organizes the General 
Volunteer committee, which will send out signups for events, then you may choose if you have t ime to help 
with various act ivit ies. Please check out the volunteer opportunit ies by clicking on the drop down under 
PARENT on the GHS website. We welcome your involvement in GHS PTO. Thank you for your t ime and for 
helping your student enjoy GHS and the many opportunit ies which are available to your student.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Sincerely,

The PTO Board:

Martha Harrison, PTO President  

Chrissy Swanson, Treasurer 

Carolyn Potosnak, Secretary 

Advisors: Candy Bengson, Deb Dickinson and Julie Gearhart  

PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Follow us on social media: 
Twitter

@ghsptoinfo

Facebook

Geneva High School PTO

Instagram

GHSPTO

Vik ing Vendor
Stop by the Vendor and find these special 
occasion snacks!

https://twitter.com/GHSPTOInfo
https://www.facebook.com/genevahighschoolpto/
https://www.facebook.com/genevahighschoolpto/
https://www.facebook.com/genevahighschoolpto/
https://www.facebook.com/genevahighschoolpto/
https://www.instagram.com/ghspto


3

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Young Hearts for Life was a 
Great  Succcess!

Thank you very much to 
everyone who helped make 
our Young Hearts for Life 
heart  test ing such a great 
event on Thursday, February 
6th. Thanks to the Larsen 
family and their Kristoffer 
Larsen Big Heart Foundation, 
more than 1350 students 
(almost 75% of our student 
body) received free EKG tests. The day would not 
have been possible without the cooperat ion of our 
students, and the help and generosity of our parents 
and community members.

 
Important  PLC meet ings on Thursday mornings

Throughout the year we schedule several 
?mandatory? PLC?s for each grade level. Which 
means they ARE NOT OPTIONAL. These meetings 
cover important topics that we can present to 
students in a large group sett ing without disrupt ing 
the school day and taking away valuable 
instruct ional t ime. Unfortunately, we see a decline 
in attendance at this t ime of year at these Thursday 
morning meetings. Please keep a close eye on the 
Thursday PLC calendar (on the GHS website) and 
the messages we send to remind each grade level of 
these meetings and help ensure your son or 
daughter is present at these meetings. In addit ion to 
periodic mandatory meetings for each grade level, 
every Thursday there are many resources available 
for students looking for help in a part icular class.

GHS Spring Musical

Please mark your calendars - the Geneva High 
School Music Department presents,?Legally 
Blonde,?March 19-22, in the auditorium.

The month of January finished with a flourish. 
Congratulat ions to the following GHS teams and 
individuals on their great  accomplishments:

Dance Team ? IHSA Class 2A 2nd Place State 

Trophy (they?ve earned a state 
t rophy 7 years in a row!) -The 
varsity dance team earned 
first  place at the IHSA 
Sect ional and then earned 
their seventh consecut ive 
State Trophy with a 2nd place 
finish at the IHSA State Dance 
Finals held at Illinois State 
University on January 31st 
and February 1st, 2020. 
Congratulat ions to Head 
Coach, Amy VanWagenen and 
team members:

Brooke Baurer Allison Chafee

Charlot te Davis Alyssa DelGiudice

Avery Evans Emma Fuller

Lauren Gies Meena Gosain

Brenna Heth Lilly Japlon

Lily Karlson Kelli Kaufman

Mackenzie Miller Emily Mundry

Maddy O?Rourke Ashley Pender

Tori Preston Ella Schamberger

Samantha Scolaro Kyla Sheridan

Sydney Sheridan Jillian Twit ty

ILMEA All-State Music Fest ival? The GHS Jazz 
Ensemble, ?Blue Tones,? was selected to perform at 
the ILMEA Music Fest ival on Friday, January 31st. 
Four other students represented Geneva High 
School at the annual All-State  music fest ival in 
Peoria from January 30th? February 1st, 2020. One 
student earned a place in the All-State Honors Band, 
the highest-level group at the fest ival. One student 
was honored for his submission  to the Composit ion 
component of the fest ival, while two students were      
selected to part icipate in the ?Future Music 
Educators? workshop. Thank you to band directors, 
Pat  Frederick and Neal Shipton, choral director, 
Jessica Palmisano and orchestra director, Julie 
Lawrence.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Jazz Ensemble

Nicolas Amat

Kate Barr

Michael Capobianco

Alex Cappelli

Nathan Castagna

Cam Clausen

Kaia Ebel

Mat t  Ellis

Maddie Gart rell

Elizabeth Kliros

Steven Meyer?Composit ion ? Honorable Mention

Lilly Nowak

Katharine O?Brien

Emily Olson

Gabriella Ost

Andrew Perez

Sam Sanchez

JJ Sant iago

Sam Sennet t

Alex Thomson

Natalie Ulaszek

Luke Vrba

Audrey Webb

Matt  Styrna ?All-State Honors Band

Hannah Bernhard ?Part icipated in the ILMEA ?Future Music Educators Seminar?

Hannah Thill ?Part icipated in the ILMEA ?Future Music Educators Seminar?

Congratulat ions to the staff of the 2019 GHS Literary Magazine, The Skaldic on achieving the Superior 
rat ing in the 2019 National Council of Teachers of English Program to Recognize Excellence in Student 
Literary Magazines (REALM).325 schools entered the program, and Geneva?s Magazine ranked in the 
top ten magazines in the state of Illinois. Thank you to Literary Magazine Sponsor, Heather Peters and 
congratulat ions to student editors, Haley Williams, Hannah Pell and Veronica Ayars.

Please read the rest of this ?Viking Vessel? for lots of important and helpful information. If you have any 
quest ions, please feel free to contact me at (630) 463-3805 or at t rogers@geneva304.org.   

Sincerely, 
Tom Rogers, Principal 
Geneva Community High School
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9th Grade Dental Exam Requirement
A new Illinois Law now requires a dental exam in the 9th grade.  If your  child is in 9th grade this school 
year please submit a copy of a dental  examinat ion to the GHS nursing office by May 15, 2020.  The 
examinat ion  must have taken place within the 18 months prior to May 15th of this  school year (after 
February 15, 2019).

The dental form (or waiver form) may be found at your dent ist 's office or on our District 's 
website:https://www.geneva304.org/HealthServices.aspx
The form may be sent by FAX to the high school nursing office at (630) 463-3849.

Please call the Geneva High School Nurses office at 630-463-3845, if you have any quest ions. 

GHS Students of the Month: January

A GHS Student of the Month award is earned by a student who stands apart, succeeds despite 
circumstances, or contributes in some special way to our school. 

January students of the month are pictured left  to right :
Bradley Anderson, Genel Jaffer, Ohm Vyas, Collin Witt , Claire Jennings, Tessa Wagner, Gabby Fanella 
and Sophia Weber
NOT PICTURED: J. T. Frieders & Pablo Zamora

A big thank you to Jay Markuson and his Woods classes for creat ing the  beaut iful student of the month 
display case in the A Hallway (the  background in the attached picture).

https://www.geneva304.org/HealthServices.aspx
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Geneva Girls Basketball 

State Farm Player of the Week

Week 4 (Dec 27)

RASMUSSEN BOOSTS VIKINGS TO DEFEAT BATAVIA 
AND IS NAMED FOURTH STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE 
WEEK

Geneva guard Carly Rasmussen came off the bench in last 
Saturday?s game against Batavia to provide her team a 
much needed lift . With all three start ing guards in early foul 
t rouble, Rasmussen brought stability and provided eight 
huge points to help Geneva defeat rival Batavia. 
Rasmussen, who is a senior and wears #42, helped Geneva 
varsity girls? basketball obtain their ninth straight season 
win. As a result , she was chosen as the fourth 
regular-season State Farm Player of the Week for Geneva 
Girls Basketball by the girls? varsity basketball coaches.

?Carly is a great kid,? Geneva Head Coach Sarah Meadows 
stated. ?She is a gamer -- a tough kid. We have confidence in 
her ability to step in and not lose a beat. Proud of her!? 
Meadows presented Rasmussen with a custom 2019-2020 
Player of the Week basketball.

Week 5 (Jan 8)

LEADERSHIP PROVIDED BY MONTGOMERY 
STRENGTHENS VIKINGS AND EARNS HER FIFTH STATE 
FARM PLAYER OF THE WEEK

While most people look at top scorers and most rebounds, 
Geneva Girls Basketball understands the importance of 
having a true floor leader in senior guard Kat ie 
Montgomery. Montgomery played at her best during four 
tough nights at the Montini Christmas Tournament and was 
chosen as the fifth regular-season State Farm Player of the 
Week for Geneva Girls Basketball by the girls? varsity 
basketball coaches.

?Katie is a competitor,? Geneva Head Coach Sarah 
Meadows stated. ?We are at our best when she is running 
the show. If we need a stop, Kat ie will get it  for us. If we 
need to run a set play, Kat ie will execute it .? Meadows 
presented Montgomery with a custom 2019-2020 Player 
of the Week basketball.

The Player of the Week award recognizes Geneva 
players who have made an outstanding contribut ion to 
that week?s girls? basketball games and demonstrated 
the ideals of the Viking Girls Basketball program. The 
State Farm Player of the Week award is made possible 
by the donation from Agent Bill Nelson of 
commemorat ive basketballs custom-printed for the 
Vikings? 2019-2020 season. Nelson, a resident of 
Geneva, has been an agent in St. Charles since 1997.  
To learn more, visit  www.billnelsonagency.com. 
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Week 6 (Jan 11)  

FRESHMAN ARNI PROVES TO BE A FORCEFUL FORWARD 
AND EARNS SIXTH STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Geneva freshman Cassidy Arni is establishing herself as a 
player-to-watch for Geneva Girls Basketball. She had her best 
game so far this season on Saturday, January 4 at the 
Chicagoland Invite at Benet High School. She pulled down six 
rebounds, blocked four of the opponent?s shots and had a 
season high of 14 points. Arni, who is 5?9?, held her own in a 
tough matchup defending one of Illinois? best in 6?4? Angela 
Dugalic from Maine West High School. The talented forward 
who wears #15 was chosen as the sixth regular-season State 
Farm Player of the Week for Geneva Girls Basketball by the 
girls? varsity basketball coaches.

?Cassidy is a stud. There?s no other way to put it ,? said Geneva 
Head Coach Sarah Meadows. ?Cass has so much potent ial and is 
so coachable. Another great kid for us. She will cont inue to 
progress and it  will be fun to watch!? Meadows presented Arni 
with a custom 2019-2020 Player of the Week basketball.

Geneva Girls Basketball 

State Farm Player of the Week

Week 7 (Jan 13)

McCLOUGHAN?S HARD-HITTING PLAY NETS HER

SEVENTH STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE WEEK HONOR

There may not be a kid in the area tougher than Geneva Junior 
Kelly McCloughan. McCloughan, an under-sized forward for 
Geneva Girls Basketball at  5?7?, cont inues to go nose-to-nose 
with the competit ion. On January 7, McCloughan scored a 
season-high 12 points against rival St. Charles East. She added 
another 5 points in Geneva?s win over West Aurora and 8 points 
during a huge conference win at Wheaton North. McCloughan 
was chosen as the seventh regular-season State Farm Player of 
the Week for Geneva Girls Basketball by the girls? varsity 
basketball coaches.

?Kelly is just tough. She takes an elbow to the face, gets up and 
leaps over everyone to pull down rebounds, and dives all over the 
court ,? Geneva Head Coach Sarah Meadows commented. ?Her 
athlet icism and defense awareness are just fun to watch.? 
Meadows presented McCloughan with a custom 2019-2020 
Player of the Week basketball.
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Week 8 (Jan 20)  

KORNAK?S VERSATILITY FOR THE VIKINGS EARNS EIGHTH STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
HONOR

Senior forward/center Emma Kornak put together 
back-to-back season high games, pacing the Geneva 
Vikings? junior varsity team to two big conference 
wins over Wheaton North and Lake Park. On 
Saturday, January 10, Kornak led all scorers with 16 
points. She stepped into the varsity game against 
Wheaton North and knocked down two 3-pointers to 
seal the varsity team?s victory over a feisty Wheaton 
team. She followed up this performance with an even 
more impressive 19 points in the junior varsity team?s 
win over Lake Park on Friday, January 17. Kornak was 
chosen as the eighth regular-season State Farm 
Player of the Week for Geneva Girls Basketball by the girls? varsity basketball coaches.

?Emma?s shot looks so good right now. It?s fun to watch her do her thing!? stated Geneva Head Coach 
Sarah Meadows. ?Emma is just a great kid.? Meadows presented Kornak with a custom 2019-2020 
Player of the Week basketball.

Geneva Girls Basketball 

State Farm Player of the Week

Week 9 (Jan 27)  

HINCHMAN CONTRIBUTES TO SOLID VIKING 
DEFENSE, NAMED NINTH STATE FARM PLAYER OF 
THE WEEK

Senior guard Grace Hinchman cont inues to show that she 
is a solid all-around player for Geneva Vikings Girls 
Basketball. After contribut ing six points to the Viking 
victory over Glenbard North on January 23, Hinchman 
scored five points, four steals, and three assists in 
Geneva?s win against Wheaton Warrenville South on 
Saturday, January 25. Hinchman, who wears the number 
11 jersey, also cont inues to lead the guards in rebounding. 
She was chosen as the ninth regular-season State Farm 
Player of the Week for Geneva Girls Basketball by the 
girls? varsity basketball coaches.

?Grace has such quick hands and defensively she is just 
tough,? Geneva Head Coach Sarah Meadows commented. ?She is a big part  of what makes it  so fun to 
watch the team play!? Meadows presented Hinchman with a custom 2019-2020 Player of the Week 
basketball.
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Congratulat ions to the following students who  
received awards this year at the Scholast ics Art  
Competit ion.  This year  our Suburban Chicago Art 
Region received 2188 entries, including 57  senior 
port folios.  These entries came from over  40 
different schools, and were submitted by 1038 
students, working with  135 educators.  638 
works received awards and will be displayed in 
our  Regional Exhibit ion.  This competit ion is 
extremely competit ive and  these students 
should feel so proud for their  
accomplishments!

Here are the winners:

Gold Keys:

Gus Larson ?Wave? Ceramics & Glass

Faith Stellick ?Omega? Photography

Ricky Worthington ?Red Room? Photography

Silver Keys:

Aaron Dewey ?Funny Face? Paint ing

Scout Fortun ?Excoriate? Ceramics & Glass

Lauren Freitag ?Better Men? Mixed Media

Kassidy Keenehan ?Moonshadow? Photography

Zoe Steele ?Twisted? Mixed Media

Honorable Ment ion:

Colton Dixon ?Ceramic Tile? Ceramics & Glass

Colton Dixon ?Agent Blue? Drawing

Olivia Julian ?The King? Ceramics & Glass

Sophie Lietz ?Pose? Photography

Nathan Pedersen ?Sunset Pines? Ceramics & Glass

Brianna Tabor ?Twilight? Ceramics & Glass

GHS Students Received Awards at

Scholast ics Art  Compet it ion

"Wave" "Omega"

"Red Room"
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Viking Vendor
Don?t  forget  that  the Viking Vendor is a great  
place to stop by and pick up  school related 
items you might  need in a moment?s not ice. 

Forgot that poster board you needed for your 
English project, or can?t find a #2  pencil for a 
test? 

We have it  all in the Vendor! Kleenex, 
chapst ick, we even have deodorant for those 
who may want to freshen up after P.E. class!  

Speaking of P.E., feeling a lit t le thirsty after 
class? The Viking Vendor offers cold bott led 
water for just 50 cents. We have lots of great  
snacks to get you through the day, cold drinks 
and a variety of school supplies. 

The Viking Vendor is open from the beginning 
of 4th hour unt il the start  of 9th hour. We are 
located in the Commons, just down from the 
computer lab. 

See you soon!
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Fridays for our Future at  Geneva High School

Celebrates its 5th Month of Act ion at  GHS!
You may have seen some of our post ings on social 
media, or not iced posters around the GHS 
hallways, and wondered, ?What is this ?Fridays for 
our Future? thing all about??

You?d have to be living under a rock to not know 
about the concerns about climate change and the 
future of our planet. Init ially, I was inspired by 
climate act ivist  Greta Thunberg and her ?climate 
strikes? and walkouts to bring nat ional and 
eventually internat ional attent ion to our planet?s 
challenges. But instead of organizing a ?walk out? I 
preferred to organize an act ion campaign, so that 
we can ?act out? and try to make a difference. (Of 
course, I don?t think Tom Rogers would have 
appreciated a teacher-led walkout, either) Our 
?Fridays for our Future? movement is NOT 
polit ical, by the way.

My French students were immediately onboard 
and excited about the project. One of them, 
Arthur Maiorella, started an Instagram account 
for us, and my students helped me to create our 
hashtag, #Vikings4ourFuture! Other students 
have already been involved in our school?s 
Environmental Club projects, from invasive 
species control to river cleanups and enhanced 
recycling efforts, advised by Science teacher 
Emma Cole. Our Student Advisory Board, in its 
2nd year, is also tackling recycling and 
environmental awareness, advised by English 
teacher Chris Arnett  and Guidance Counselor 

Michelle Vargas-Herbst.

After creat ing a list  of 20 reasonable act ions 
students and staff could take to make a difference, 
we asked people to sign a pledge to add an 
addit ional act ion to help the planet. These act ions 
included carpooling to school, work and act ivit ies; 
reusable water bott les and coffee mugs, reusable 
shopping bags for ALL shopping trips, shortened 
showers, going meatless one day per week, doing 
laundry in cold water, just to name a few act ions. 
In addit ion, we started collect ing plast ic bags from 
staff members who weren?t already recycling 
them, and Spanish teacher Lynn Fors drops off 
several GIANT bags of plast ic per week, we collect 
Styrofoam (both food containers and packing 
materials) which Special Educat ion teacher Janet 
Meeks and her On the Job training students help 
me to load in my car each week for delivery to 
Dart 
Recycling, in 
North 
Aurora. So 
far, we have 
taken SIX 
minivan 
loads of 
Styrofoam 
for 
recycling!
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Send photos, announcements, 
and news

to the Viking Vessel
Email vikingvessel@gmail.com 

by the 15th of each month.

Geneva High School

416 McKinley Ave. 
Geneva, IL 60134
 (630) 463-3800

Fridays for our Future at  Geneva High School

Celebrates its 5th Month of Act ion at  GHS!

Business teacher Krist ine Ulbrich collects, disassembles, recycles (and 
composts the coffee grounds) over 150 Keurig coffee pods per week!In 
addit ion to the staff members I have already mentioned, we have many 
staff members, including Bryan Ketter (Social Studies), Julie Lawrence 
(Orchestra), Ame Kazmer (Special Educat ion) and Kevin Gannon, Jason 
Lesatz, and Tom Anderson (Science), who make environmental 
responsibility a part  of their daily lives, whether it?s eliminat ing plast ic 
products from their kitchens, or leading Fox River cleanups.

We plan to cont inue to expand the momentum for Fridays for our 
Future and encourage more student and staff interest AND act ion, so 
that our GHS Vikings can make a difference for the future. If YOU and 
your families make extra efforts for the environment, I 
would love to hear about your act ivit ies. 
#Vikings4ourFuture#Fridays4ourfuture

Martha Behlow, GHS French teacher 
mbehlow@geneva304.org

(Continued from page 17)
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